
 
16th to Early  18th Century Coping with  

Natural  Hazards in Slovenian Alps, with  

Lessons for the Future 

 
Sustainable Development of Mountain Areas: Experiences, 

Challenges and Perspectives  

 

 

Ģiga Zwitter, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts , 

Department of History  

 

Ziga.Zwitter@ff.uni -lj.si 

Ģabljak, 16 September 2016 



 

Criteria  for data collection & selection:   

 

1. weather-related hazards 



 

Criteria  for data collection & selection :   

 

1. weather-related hazards as most frequent types of natural  

hazards at that time 

 

2. within  the cultural  landscape: agricultural  land, forest, houses 

and river  beds 

 



 

Criteria  for data collection & selection :   

 

1. weather-related hazards as most frequent types of natural  

hazards at that time 

 

2. within  the cultural  landscape: agricultural  land, houses and 

river  beds 

 

3. conference oriented towards present-day & future > material 

aspects 



Coping strategies in seigneuries: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Coping strategies in seigneuries: 
 
- measures to actively adapt to the new situation through 

interventions in the landscape 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SI AS 173, 1579. 



Coping strategies in seigneuries: 
 
- measures to actively adapt to the new situation through 

interventions in the landscape 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
- measures to passively adapt to the weaker economic base of   

affected farms 
 

SI AS 173, 1579. 



Coping strategies in seigneuries: 
 
- measures to actively adapt to the new situation through 

interventions in the landscape 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
- measures to passively adapt to the weaker economic base of   

affected farms 
- loans of the seigneury to the subjects  

SI AS 173, 1579. 



Coping strategies in seigneuries: 
 
- measures to actively adapt to the new situation through 

interventions in the landscape 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
- measures to passively adapt to the weaker economic base of   

affected farms 
- loans of the seigneury to the subjects  
- permissions to pawn/sell a part of the farm to get money for 

adaptation 

SI AS 173, 1579. 
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- measures to actively adapt to the new situation through 

interventions in the landscape 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
- measures to passively adapt to the weaker economic base of   

affected farms 
- loans of the seigneury to the subjects  
- permissions to pawn/sell a part of the farm to get money for 

adaptation 
- offer material help, not expected to be returned 
 

SI AS 173, 1579. 
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Disaster  happened : The  case  of  princely  

seigneuries , towns  and  market towns  
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StLA, 1573 

Approval  of  a tax  

release  for  the  

market town  

(Markt ) GuĠtanj 

(Ravne)/ 

Gutenstein , 1573:  
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- inappropriate food substitutes and famine triggered by 

harvest failures,  
 
- alms delivered to disaster-stricken people by various 

actors 
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COMBINATION OF INSTUTUTIONAL AND 
INFORMAL STRATEGIES OF COPING WITH 
DYNAMIC ENVIRONMENT, 17th CENTURY 
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